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Who we are

Antonin Garrone Mario Restuccia

Data Editor Open Data Officer



We coordinate the design and 
implementation of the State's data 
strategy. 

What is Etalab

MISSION



• Data opening and data circulation 

• Data exploitation: data science, artificial 
intelligence 

• Innovation and openness of public action

MISSION

What is Etalab

👩💻 etalab.gouv.fr
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Why Open 
Data?



• Gain of efficiency: administrations don't have to respond 
to individual requests  

• Improve the quality of public service: rely on reference 
data 

• Data-driven public policies

Foster public service transformation

WHY OPEN DATA?



Reducing accidents at sea

WHY OPEN DATA?

⛵ carte.snosan.fr



• Facilitating the understanding of public spending or 
public procurement 

• Effectively informing citizens in times of crisis

Build trust

WHY OPEN DATA?



Transparency of public expenditures

💶 montreuil.fr

WHY OPEN DATA?



• Data as an infrastructure 

• Making it easier for citizens to get around 

• Fluidify the real estate market

To enable new services

WHY OPEN DATA?



Fluidify the real estate market

WHY OPEN DATA?

🏙 app.dvf.etalab.gouv.fr



French Open 
Data Policy



• Principle of "Open Data by default" 

• Obligation for local governments 

• Private actors in charge of a public service mission 

• Specific sectoral legislation (waste, public procurement, etc.)

The Digital Republic Act

GENERAL FRAMEWORK

🧑⚖ economie.gouv.fr/republique-numerique



• Notion of "reference data" 

• "Guaranteed level of service" (data availability, 
freshness and quality)  

• Nine datasets at the moment

Public Service Data

GENERAL FRAMEWORK



Public Service Data

GENERAL FRAMEWORK

📁 data.gouv.fr/reference



Open Data 
implementation



data.gouv.fr 
Open platform for French public data





35 000+ Datasets

DATA.GOUV.FR

2 400+ Reuses

2 500+ Publishers



• Foster an open data culture among the 
administration 

• Providing technical support 

• Helping producers with legal matters

Assisting and empowering producers

LITERACY



• Aimed at chief data 
officers, lawyers, project 
managers, or just users 

• Open source, of course 
! etalab/guides.etalab.gouv.fr

Guides & docs

📚 guides.etalab.gouv.fr 👩💻 doc.data.gouv.fr

• Documentation on how to 
publish data on the portal 

• Also open source  
! etalab/doc.data.gouv.fr

LITERACY



•Foster exchanges and promote 
opening and reuses 

•DataFin hackathon on local 
government financial data held 
the French Senate 

•RenovAction hackathon 
dedicated to energy-efficient 
renovation of buildings

Community animation

DISCOVERABILITY



• Editorialisation and 
curation work on 
the data.gouv.fr 
portal 

• Inventory pages

Curation & editorial

📝 Curation  📣 Content

• Monthly article to 
showcase the most 
important publications  

• Specific article on high 
potential datasets

DISCOVERABILITY



Open Data 
quality



Metadata monitoring

When creating a dataset 
on data.gouv.fr, producers 
are encouraged to 
provide metadata

QUALITY



• A schema is a blueprint of how the data should be 
structured 

• They allow an increase in the quality of the data, 
especially when several data producers create the same 
kind of data

Data schemas

📐 schema.data.gouv.fr

QUALITY



{
  "fields": [
    {
      "name": "Name",
      "type": "string",
      "description": "User’s name"
    },
    {
      "name": "Email",
      "type": "string",
      "format": "email",
      "description": "User’s email"
    },
    {
      "name": "Age",
      "type": "integer",
      "description": "User’s age",
      "constraints": {
        "minimum": 18
      }
    }
  ]
}

Name Email Age

Jill jill@foo.com 25

Jack jack@bar.com 33



• Check if data conforms to a 
schema 

• A shared project among 
different actors 
" git.opendatafrance.net/
validata

Utilities for data schemas

✅ validata.etalab.studio 📋 csv-gg.etalab.studio

• Generate a csv that 
conforms to a schema 

• ! etalab/csv-gg

QUALITY



Open Data in 
practice : the case 
of COVID-19



• Provide factual information to citizens and 
policy makers 

• Essential for researchers, journalists, 
companies, etc.

The reason why

COVID-19



• Health data (hospital and ICU capacity, testing, 
excess mortality, etc) 

• Economic impact 

• But also education, research, etc.

Different types of data

COVID-19



What we did

Absolute record in trafic And numbers of reuses

COVID-19



Make data discoverable and understandable

COVID-19

Monitoring the epidemic Monitoring support to companies

🦠 gouvernement.fr/info-coronavirus/carte-et-donnees



Several challenges

COVID-19

Organisational challenge

Technical challenge

Evolving situation

Coordination among actors

Different data sources

Need to adapt the indicators



What we learned

COVID-19

Be prepared

Be broad

Be organised

implement interoperable systems of data 
collection, aggregation and publication

data usually considered to be of low 
priority can become critical in a crisis

map all the data produced and associate 
operational contacts for each dataset



Ambitions for 
the future



Lessons from crisis management 

• COVID-19 raised the salience of data in the political 
debate 

• Policy decisions must be backed by data 

A renewed (political) interest

FUTURE



Through the Recovery Plan, the Government will 
finance data-driven projects within public 
administrations

Data-driven decision-making Data circulation through APIs

Capitalising on existing solutions (e.g. already available data)

A renewed (political) interest

FUTURE



MERCI !

Wednesday 18 November 2020

✉ antonin.garrone@data.gouv.fr

✉ mario.restuccia@data.gouv.fr



RESOURCES

# _DINUM 

# etalab 

# datagouvfr 

$ etalab 

! etalab 

👩💻 numerique.gouv.fr 

👩💻 etalab.gouv.fr 

👩💻 data.gouv.fr


